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Thailand Adds Digital Economy Ministry

Thailand has recently welcomed a new ministry into its ranks. The National Legislative Assembly 
approved the establishment of the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society, taking over the responsibilities of 
the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology. 

According to the announcement made by the Royal Thai Government Gazette on 16 September 2016, 
the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology has now been dissolved and replaced by the 
Ministry of Digital Economy and Society under the Re-Organization of Ministry, Bureau and Department Act, 
B.E. 2558. The new ministry is mainly responsible for shaping, planning, and developing policies to promote 
and transform Thailand into a digital economy, which the current government has been promoting since May 
2014. Moreover, the ministry will oversee computer crimes, internet content, telecommunication, 
broadcasting, and electronic transactions with national security and data privacy as added areas of 
responsibility.

The new ministry will take on responsibility for the National Statistics Office, the Meteorological 
Department, the Electronic Transactions Development Agency, the Software Industry Promotion Agency, and 
the Electronic Government Agency, as well as for state owned enterprises, namely TOT Public Company 
Limited, CAT Telecom Public Company Limited, and Thailand Post Company Limited. Moreover, two new 
agencies will be set up. These are the National Digital Economy Committee and the Digital Economy 
Promotion Agency.

The ICT Ministry’s National Disaster Warning Centre will be the only agency to be transferred to the 
Ministry of Interior.
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Bolliger & Company (Thailand) 

Bolliger & Company (Thailand) Ltd. is a public policy and strategic 
consulting firm with a focus on research, policy formulation, and 
decision making. Our primary areas of expertise are in the fields of 
international trade and investment, economic and social policy, and 
business strategy.

Our superior technical skill, combined with in-depth knowledge of the 
business environment, enables us to provide fact-based, unbiased, and 
practical advice. Whether you are a private company wishing to 
understand the impact of public policy on your business, or 
a government authority aiming to design appropriate laws and 
regulations, we have the experience and expertise to help you achieve 
tangible goals.

“Clients’ success is our best interest”


